W. G. Rhea Public Library Digital Collection Policy

The W. G. Rhea Public Library’s collection includes audiovisual, and digital
resources such as eBooks, audiobooks, streaming media and online databases.
Additionally, the Library also provides free access to a number of online
databases made available through the Tennessee Electronic Library.

At the present time, the Library pays for digital books and audiobooks to be
added to the Advantage program as part of the Regional eBook and Audiobook
Download System. These are selected by the Library Director, based on
recommendations and circulation numbers in reports from the Overdrive
website. Patrons may use this free service providing they have a library card in
good standing.

Digital resources are evaluated based upon criteria such as platform reliability,
user privacy, accessibility, licensing terms, and device compatibility. Digital
resources are regularly evaluated and weeded to maintain relevance and
accuracy.

Digital privacy and security for patron data and borrowing history are protected in
accordance with applicable laws and best practices when accessing digital
resources. Challenges to digital content are handled in accordance with ALA
guidelines and the library's reconsideration procedures.

As demand for new technologies or formats increases, the library may expand the
collection to include other formats. Online databases will be selected based on
the needs of the community and funding limitations. Community feedback is
actively sought to guide collection development polices. All digital materials and
platforms are selected with consideration for accessibility, ensuring equitable
access for all patrons.
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