W.G. Rhea Public Library
Collection Development Policy

OBJECTIVES

This policy will assist Library Staff in the selection of materials for the support of Current Topics,
General Information and Lifelong Learning goals of the Library.

The library subscribes to the Library Bilf of Rights and its several interpretations, the Freedom fo
Read Statements and the Freedom to View Statement endorsed by the W.G. Rhea Public Library

Board.

SELECTION RESPONSIBILITY and PRINCIPLES
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The ultimate responsibility for selection of library materials rest with the library director who
operates within the framework of the policies determined by the W.G. Rhea Public Library
Board of Trustees. This responsibility may be delegated to the staff. All materials are selected
by the library in accordance with the W.G. Rhea Public Library’s Collection Development
Policy, which is reviewed and approved by the library’s Board of Trustees annually. A list of all
newly purchased books obtained through local funding, the Obion River Regional Library
System, or otherwise will be shared with the library’s Board of Trustees at each meeting. The
library will strive to provide the highest quality material available on all evels in all acceptable
formats.

Materials purchased, as well as gifts, are evaluated as follows:
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Controversial issues will be addressed by providing materials representing all sides of the
issue in a balanced manner.

Acquisition of a title is based on the merit of the specific title and its value to the community.
Specialized and ephemeral requests for topical materials are filled through Interlibrary Loan
(ILL). Requests for the general user are filled by the local collection.

Duplication will be avoided except for high demand materials.

Parents or legal guardians are responsible for guiding their child’s reading, viewing, and
listening choices of materials. The library does not stand in loco parentis.

Censorship is strictly an individual manner. The library staff cannot censor individual’s choices
or refuse any information of any type.

No library materials shall be excluded based on expressions of race, religion, nationality,
political views or social views.

This policy defends the principles of freedom to read, view or hear, and no material shall be
removed from the collection save under the procedures for “Reconsideration of Library
Materials” adopted by the Library Board of Trustees.

Use will be made of selection aids as guides in collection development. Standard selections aides
include, but are not limited fo Library Journal, Booklists, Curated lists, etc. Reviews are also
considered a selection aid as a major source of information about new materials. The lack of a
review or an unfavorable review shall not be the sole reason for rejecting a title that is in demand.
\/ Consideration is, therefore, given to requests from library patrons and books discussed on public
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media. Commuinity feedback is actively sought to guide collection development priorities to ensure

that the collection meets evolving community needs. Guidelines may also include recognition by

the Director of a need for a particular material in the collection or support for a library or

community initiative or event. (/”\

CTITERIA FOR SELECTION

Criteria used in selecting materials (in all formats) for the collection includes the following:

Individual merit of each item

Popular appeal/demand/readability
Relationship to other items in the collection
Existing library holdings

Appearance in standard review sources
Budget
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No funds received by the W.G. Rhea Public Library are used to purchase, nor will the library
otherwise acquire material that constitutes “child pornography”, is “pornographic for minors” or
is “obscene”,

Books and materials that contain sexual themes or content are reviewed by the library
independently for age appropriateness and cataloged accordingly- even if this overrides the
age appropriateness recommended by the publisher.

For non-fiction materials (in all formats) the primary criteria will be purpose and importance, authority
and reputation, accuracy and objectivity, timeliness of the material and the relevancy, particularly in )
subject areas that become quickly outdated. (

Designated Subject Areas:

A. Religious Material- well written materials will be selected which represent fundamental
concepts and beliefs of various religions. Also selected will be materials on comparative
religions, Biblical interpretations, church history, religious education and all types of
inspirational literature. No proselytizing materials will be added.

Individuals with greater needs for more in-depth materials will be served through interlibrary
ioan (ILL).

B. Political and Campaign Literature- the library recognizes a particular responsibility to provide
material representing all points of view concerning political issues. However, the library does
not purchase or accept for dissemination slanted campaign literature for a particular
candidate’s background and platform.

C. Controversial Material- the library recognizes that some materials are controversial and that
any given item may offend some patrons. Selection of materials will not be made on the basis
of anticipated approval or disapproval, but solely on the basis of the principles stated in this
policy. '

Library materials will not be marked or identified to show approval or disapproval of their
contents, and no library material will be sequestered except to protect it from damage or thett.

D. Challenged Material-although Library materials are carefully selected, there may arise
differences of opinion regarding “appropriate” materials. Any patron who is eighteen (18) years of , .
age or is a parent/guardian of a minor patron, and has been a cardholder in good standing with Q_/
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the W.G. Rhea Public Library for sixty (60) days, may request that material be withdrawn from or
restricted within the collection by completing a “Request for Reconsideration of Library Material’
. form which is available at the Circulation Desk. The inquiry will be reviewed by the Director and
i 7 then brought before the Library Board of Trustees for consideration. The Library Board will make
a formal response to the complainant in a timely manner at a regularly scheduled meeting. (see
attached “Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials” form). Challenges to materials are
handled in accordance with ALA guidelines and the library's reconsideration procedures.

GIFTS, DONATIONS, and MEMORIALS

The library accepts gifts of books and other materials with the understanding that they will be added
to the collection only if appropriate and needed. The material will be judged by the same standards of
selection as those listed for new materials. If the materials are not suitable because of condition,
duplication, outdated information, or other factors, they will be sold or discarded. Books will be sold
through the Friends of the Library annual book sales or the Book Nook, and funds will be used to
purchase equipment, library materials, or to support the library activities & programs. Gifts of
materials are accepted, with the understanding that they may not be added to the library’s collection,
but discarded or donated to the Friends of the Library book sales. This policy will be explained to the
donors before the item is accepted.

The library does not appraise or set monetary value to any gift. Memorial or honerarium gifts will be
accepted if they meet the collection policy criteria. 1t is impractical for the library to accept gifts that
create additional expenses to maintain the collection or provide liability insurance required for the gift.
Gifts of cash, with no restrictions to use, will be accepted. The library encourages and appreciates
gifts and donations. Acknowledgments of the memorial donation will be sent to the family and the
( donor and bookplates will be placed in the donations of gift books.
- It is desirable for gifts of or specific titles to be offered after consultation with the library Director. The
director reserves the right to select materials if no specific book is requested. The library also
reserves the right to withdraw gifts from the collection on the same basis as the purchased materials.

By law, the library is not allowed to appraise the value of donated materials, though it can provide an
acknowledgment of receipt of items if requested by the donor.

MAINTENANCE and EVALUATION

The collection is maintained through judicious deselection and weeding, which is an essential
component of the collection development process. With rapidly changing information, it is especially
important to keep the collection current and relevant; removing old, out dated material and replacing
with newer material.

Books will be discarded according to specific criteria following a modified version of the CREW
Method for weeding. Books may also be discarded according to the following general weeding
criteria:

Those that contain yellow or brittle pages

Those that are badly worn, have loose pages, or are molded
Those that are no longer considered accurate or factual
Those that have been superseded by a new edition

Those that have not been in circulation within 3 to 5 years
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Discarded books will be sold through the Friends of the Library book sales unless their content is so

outdated as to be deemed harmful to the public. Such books will be destroyed, through a recycling

operation.

The library’s physical collection is limited by space available and collections should change over ﬁme

to reflect the changes in the community and the library goals. The library will retain materials,

however, which may not circulate frequently but are considered part of a core collection.

Responsibility for collection maintenance and evaluation rests with the Director and is authorized by

the Board of Trustees.
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